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Recommendation 


Being a member of the inaugural graduating class of Benjamin Franklin 
High School has been a journey of courage, adventure and perseverance. The 
journey of our students these past years could be likened to the Connastoga Wagon 
travelers, wanting to experience a new way of learning, different from the tradition 
that they knew and understood. These senior travelers explored this educational 
concept of school reform and a new life philosophy, examining the theory of what 
a quality school might be and what part they would have in molding it. This — 
investigative work and decision to embark on this jourmey was done as young 
eighth graders. 


Supplied with excitement, commitment and a structure to self-evaluate, our 
seniors set to map out a new high school learning experience. Grounded in the 
traditional path of a core curriculum offering four years of study in Mathematics, 
Science, English and Social Studies, our seniors chose to make a difference in their 
own lives and in the team community of Benjamin Franklin High School. 


Our students have taken a very active role in developing the environment in 
which they learn. Faculty and students alike have found that relationship building 
between students and the entire adult school team has been paramount. Removing 
coercion and the stimulus-response approach from the educational environment 
were key. Exploring, formulating, and evaluating agreed rules of behavior as a 
team has been both freeing and a very responsible way of creating a learning 
community where each individual is in control of their behavior and choices and 
continuously works toward a supportive environment in which quality learning 
takes place. 


Similar to those westward travelers of old, our students could not have 
anticipated the several turns in the road of their journey. Experiencing high school 
in a laboratory environment insures change. Benjamin Franklin High School has 
and will continue to evolve, experimenting with issues of school reform varied 
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| scheduling blocks, extended school year and the limitations of curriculum elective 
offerings within a very small school. 


Each of our students has faced challenges that are unique and will enhance 
their own personal resources for new experiences in the future. Accommodating 
change, pursuing the concept of quality in learning, setting priorities, managing 
time, competency and mastery of subject areas, the ability to self-evaluate what 
they want, where they are in attaining what they want and what new plans need to 
be developed to reach their goals, are the resources in which very few high school 
students are practiced. 


Benjamin Franklin students, complimenting their own individual talents and 
abilities, have had an experience of a lifetime and graduate from Benjamin 
Franklin High School with the knowledge that they have successfully completed 
this dramatic portion of life’s journey known as high school. Each student is well 
prepared to face future opportunities and challenges with a similar but stronger, 
more tempered capacity for courage, adventure and perseverance in their life 
pursuits. 


Sincerely, 


Ob © Maigle 


Alice E. Murphy 
Guidance Counselor 
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